Hepatobiliary membrane transporters in primary biliary cirrhosis.
The secretion of bile normally depends on the function of a number of membrane transport systems in hepatocytes and cholangiocytes. The transport of solutes from the blood to the bile is driven by transport systems in the plasma membrane of the basolateral and canalicular surfaces of the hepatocytes. In cholestatic animal models, the expression of hepatobiliary transporters changes in response to functional impairment of the efflux of bile salts and various organic anions. In recent years, several studies have led to an improved understanding of the function and regulation of hepatobiliary transport systems in patients with primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC). This review focuses on the adaptations in hepatobiliary transporters in PBC patients.